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Data released on March 24, 2023, by the federal Bureau

of Labor Statistics shows that Louisiana’s seasonally

adjusted number of employed is approaching historic

levels. The number of employed for February 2023 was

estimated to be 2,021,759, the eighth highest figure in the

history of the series and the second highest figure for the

month of February. The series saw a gain of 6,339

employed individuals from the January estimate of

2,015,420. Compared to February 2022, the number of

seasonally adjusted employed individuals increased by

9,455. 

The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for February

2023 is 3.6 percent. The rate is tied for the second lowest

rate in series history and is the lowest rate for the month

of February. This shows an increase of 0.1 percentage

points from the January rate of 3.5 percent. From

February 2022, the seasonally adjusted unemployment

rate has declined by 0.3 percentage points. The rate has

declined over the year for 24 consecutive months

Unemployment 
Rate

Louisiana’s unemployment rate
has declined for two years

full story here
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The Rapides Parish Police Jury will host a Cleanup event on 

April 22, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. as part of Love the Boot Week,

 Louisiana’s largest litter cleanup effort was held in 

conjunction with Earth Week, April 17-23, 2023. Love the 

Boot Week is organized by Keep Louisiana Beautiful and 

supported by the Office of the Lieutenant Governor.

The Rapides Parish Police Jury in conjunction with the City of Pineville plan to start the cleanup

event at 9:00 a.m. by picking up trash along the Pineville Expressway, outside the city limits. The

Rapides Parish Police Jury encourages all neighborhood watch groups and the citizens of Rapides

Parish to join together and help make Rapides Parish Beautiful.

We look forward to organizing more cleanup events to engage our employees and citizens to work

together and improve the quality of life we experience in our community. Litter is not a new

problem for Louisiana’s 64 parishes.

Ucore North America, a subsidiary of Halifax, Nova Scotia’s Ucore 

Rare Metals, Inc., announced it is investing $75 million to establish 

North America’s first modern technology rare earth element separation 

and purification facility in Alexandria, LA. England Airpark, a 3,000-acre

master-planned industrial park in Alexandria, and Louisiana Central,

the region’s economic development organization, hosted the 

announcement event today at Alexandria International Airport. The

project will create 392 direct and indirect jobs and bolster Central 

Louisiana’s role in the electric vehicle supply chain.

 

The Louisiana Strategic Metals Complex (SMC) will be located at England Airpark and establish a

U.S.-based supply chain of rare earth oxides required to manufacture electric vehicle (EV) motors,

wind turbine generators, and a variety of consumer goods including smart phones, televisions, and

power tools.
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Rapides Parish Police Jury to Hold Cleanup Event  

full story here

Ucore North America to Invest $75 Million 
and Create 100 New Direct Jobs in Alexandria

full story here

https://rppj.com/love-the-boot-week-cleanup-event/
https://www.louisiana-central.com/ucore-north-america-to-invest-75-million?utm_content=244320044&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&hss_channel=fbp-179864458821803
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Upcoming Job Fairs
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Job Fair

Louisiana Central is hosting another Big Idea
Luncheon on April 27, 2023! This time the program

will focus on The Student to Career Highway:
Industry Partnerships that Work! 

 
More information can be found here! 

Register here!

Community Events

Register here!

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1UlnWGtt0f1-XQ-Z8Gn1TNgbExE9eTR7m%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dshare_link&data=05%7C01%7Cnhill%40lsua.edu%7C45e33ac441f84c85694708db3b9e90f3%7Cc0fd14f1585c463fa3fffe07d288c8eb%7C1%7C0%7C638169324484388413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wmIabjMhMV6VtKITYJ5VolpuAIDpVqAf5kQArzFXShU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Flouisiana-central-big-idea-luncheon-tickets-615156067357&data=05%7C01%7Cnhill%40lsua.edu%7C45e33ac441f84c85694708db3b9e90f3%7Cc0fd14f1585c463fa3fffe07d288c8eb%7C1%7C0%7C638169324484544653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HTd9PlCi2Y6yilgDNMQvYB1ZzMa22XCdcjgIaM4ftOQ%3D&reserved=0
https://cenlachamber.chambermaster.com/eventregistration/register/34?fbclid=IwAR3_X3t1LyiOswtP3cRmTCIt21-k6kG0fdV4ptpk2bcwsX5pb5VwvahbLxI


 
 
 

full story here
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Education & Job Opportunities

The City of Alexandria is 
NOW HIRING for various positions. 

 To view the complete list of career opportunities
and how to apply, click here!

https://www.opportunitylouisiana.gov/led-news/news-releases/news/2023/01/20/global-chemical-manufacturer-announces-pineville-facility-expansion
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/alexandriala


Public Wireless, in participation with the Rapides Parish School Board
and Director of C&R Mentors Pastor Clarence Reed, is providing free
tablets and 4G LTE internet access to thousands of students within the
Rapides Parish School System. With Public Wireless, students in 
Rapides Parish are eligible for a free-no-cost internet and tablet 
program called Affordable Connectivity. With the Affordable 
Connectivity Program, students can receive a 10.1-inch-high definition
tablet, which includes free-no-cost 4G LTE monthly internet service. 
Students can connect to the internet with a premium device, which will 
allow the students to maintain the ability to complete class assignments from anywhere.

“We understand that broadband and technology capabilities within households have been a major issue
within Rapides Parish for a while,” said Superintendent of Rapides Parish Schools Jeff Powell. “With the
Affordable Connectivity Program through Public Wireless, we are able to help supply free tablets and high-
speed internet services for our students and families of the Rapides Parish School System. Our goal is to
give every child an equal opportunity to succeed in our education system and the ability to have reliable
internet and technology is one way to achieve that goal. With this program through Public Wireless, we can
help show the world that Rapides Parish is truly better together.”  Public Wireless is providing free tablets
and 4G LTE internet access to thousands of students within the Rapides Parish School System.

Most Rapides Parish students qualify for this program because Rapides Parish participates in the
Community Eligibility Program, which allows the nation’s highest-poverty schools and districts to serve
breakfast and lunch at no cost to all enrolled students without collecting household applications.
“The Affordable Connectivity Program will cover over 20,000 students with a tablet free of charge and 4G
LTE internet access through AT&T or T-Mobile service, and I can’t wait to see the results of this program,”
said Reed.

A student must be registered via an online application. For a student to register, visit here. For more
information about the program, click here. “I’m truly excited for Rapides Parish students to participate in
this program,” said Retired Dallas Cowboy and Coordinator for Affordable Connectivity Program Through
Public Wireless Bashir Yamini.
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Rapides American Job Center &
Rapides WDB Executive Director

 
 Rose Killion

Rapides WDB Chairperson
 

We thank and acknowledge
 our Contributors!

 
RPSB - Brendan Walls

LWC - Regine Williams
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One-Stop Operator

Affordable Connectivity Program 
for Rapides Parish Students 

This information is provided by the Rapides Parish School Board
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