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Data released on January 30, 2024 by the Louisiana

Workforce Commission shows that Louisiana’s not

seasonally adjusted total nonfarm employment for

December 2023 is 1,989,400, an increase of 100 jobs from

the revised November 2023 estimate of 1,989,300 jobs.

Compared to December 2022, not seasonally adjusted

nonfarm employment increased by 36,900 jobs. This

shows over-the-month employment gains in 14 of the last

18 months and 33 consecutive months with an over the-

year gain. 

Louisiana’s not seasonally adjusted total private

employment for December 2023 is 1,665,100, an increase

of 600 jobs from the November 2023 revised estimate of

1,664,500 jobs. Compared to December 2022, not

seasonally adjusted private sector employment increased

by 29,800 jobs. This shows over-the-month employment

gains in 18 of the last 24 months and 33 consecutive

months with an over-the-year gain.

Louisiana’s not seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for

December 2023 is 3.8 percent. This is the 5th lowest rate

for the month of December in series history. 

 Louisiana’s Not seasonally
Adjusted Employment 

Continues to Grow
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 Job and Resource Fair

Eclectic Products Career Fair

February 15, 2024
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

101 Dixie Mae Dr. Pineville, LA 71360 
(First Building on the Left over the railroad track

Building #2)

Open Positions: 
Batch Room tech
Material Specialist
Shipping Clerks
Production Packagers

Job and Resource Fair

April 17, 2024
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Alexandria Mall
3437 Masonic DrAlexandria, LA 71301

For more information and to register, 
call 318-321-0033
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RoyOMartin is H iring!
Apply here!

 Job Opportunities

DIS-TRAN Steel is a tight-knit team,
committed to respect, integrity, and their

shared values of honesty and transparency.
Click here  to learn more about the

opportunities available.

Join LSUA Team!
Discover various career opportunities 

at LSU Alexandria by visiting here.

The City of Alexandria have multiple
positions available!

Apply here!

https://lsu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/LSU?hiringCompany=7a9995fc77aa101f333e7b1c1f7228b5&fbclid=IwAR35esVss2ZuUuD9z_HYB4qhYjk2U9cTyvAZPBoPYmR_oKMzNCGY2dPHitU
https://royomartin.pinpointhq.com/#js-careers-jobs-block
https://www.distransteel.com/careers
https://lsu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/LSU?hiringCompany=7a9995fc77aa101f333e7b1c1f7228b5&fbclid=IwAR35esVss2ZuUuD9z_HYB4qhYjk2U9cTyvAZPBoPYmR_oKMzNCGY2dPHitU
https://lsu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/LSU?hiringCompany=7a9995fc77aa101f333e7b1c1f7228b5&fbclid=IwAR35esVss2ZuUuD9z_HYB4qhYjk2U9cTyvAZPBoPYmR_oKMzNCGY2dPHitU
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/alexandriala
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/alexandriala
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/alexandriala


Job Opportunities
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Central Louisiana State Hospital
  is Hiring!

Protemp Staffing Solutions is Hiring!
Submit your resume to

h.taylor@protempss.com

The Alexandria VA Health Care System is looking for registered nurses  
to work with Veterans in their Mental Health Residential Rehabilitation

Treatment Program. You can apply here! 
For more information, contact Lori Geiger

at 318-466-2684 or vhaalxnurserecruiter@va.gov

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/Louisiana/ldh
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/louisiana?location%5B0%5D=rapides&department%5B0%5D=LDH-Office%20of%20Behavioral%20Health&sort=PositionTitle%7CAscending
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/louisiana?location%5B0%5D=rapides&department%5B0%5D=LDH-Office%20of%20Behavioral%20Health&sort=PositionTitle%7CAscending
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/louisiana?location%5B0%5D=rapides&department%5B0%5D=LDH-Office%20of%20Behavioral%20Health&sort=PositionTitle%7CAscending
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/756710100
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/756710100
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The United Way of Central Louisiana is thrilled to announce
an upcoming event that represents a significant milestone in 
empowering community members as they transition back 
into society after incarceration. Anthony Thomas, 
representing the United Way of Central Louisiana, 
extends a warm invitation to all to attend the Job Skills 
Training Workshop on February 23rd, 2024, at 1:30 PM. 
This pivotal event will take place at the Main Street,
Baptist Church Mission, located at 312 Main Street,
 Pineville, Louisiana.

The workshop is a collaborative effort organized by the
Louisiana Prisoner Reentry Initiative, United Way of
Central Louisiana, Youth Empowerment Services, and 
Volunteers of America Turning Point. It aims to provide 
participants with crucial job skills through a comprehensive
presentation covering essential job-seeking skills such as 
resume writing, interview techniques, and effective 
communication.

Community engagement is fundamental to the success 
of such initiatives. These workshops are not only about imparting practical skills but also about
creating a supportive atmosphere that promotes the belief in second chances. The role of volunteers
is indispensable, and the organizers encourage those willing to offer their time and expertise to join
in this transformative endeavor.

The event organizers are also grateful for any donations to support the cause. Contributions can
include food items to support the Main Street Baptist Church's feeding ministry, which serves the
community on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, or clothing donations for their Clothing Closet to
assist those in need. The support and participation of the community are crucial for the success and
significance of this event. By coming together, a positive impact can be made, facilitating the smooth
reintegration of community members back into society.

For further details or to offer support, interested parties can contact Anthony Thomas, the
Community Coordinator for the Louisiana Prisoner Reentry Initiative at the United Way of Central
Louisiana. Together, we can create a positive impact and aid in the seamless reintegration of our
fellow community members. You can contact Anthony on his phone at 318-321- 0033 or via e-mail at
Tony@UW C l.org.

Source: Anthony Thomas
             United Way of Cenla - LaPRI

Job Skills Training Event

 Events



Community Fair
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 Events
LSUA Spring 2024  

Graduate School Fair

For more information, 
call 318-321-0033

For more information, click here! 

City of Pineville 
5h Saturday Market

https://www.facebook.com/PinevilleLa
https://www.cityofalexandriala.com/calendar?fbclid=IwAR3XS-E6d25Q-1FBmebegvYyD7aj8_ZWPkpae1pl8x-sB_N64HEU8JDUSj0
https://www.lsua.edu/career-development/career-fair
https://www.lsua.edu/career-development/career-fair
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Community Programs & Services

United Way of Cenla VITA Tax Program

VITA Tax program is located at the American Red Cross
Building, Alexandria LA. Call 211 or 318-322-0400

to schedule your appointment today!

Cenla CAC Super Saturday Tax Blitz

Saturday, February 10, 2024
8:00 am - 3:00 pm

2011 Macarthur Dr., Bldg 1, Alexandria, LA

Boise Cascade Announces $75 Million Expansion and
Modernization of Oakdale Wood Products Facility

                  Boise Cascade Wood Products announced it plans to invest $75 million to expand and    
                   modernize key machine centers at its Oakdale facility in Allen Parish. These projects will
                    increase veneer production capacity by 30 percent and allow the facility to produce up to
400 million square feet of dry veneer annually.

The company expects to create 30 direct new jobs, while retaining 370 current positions. Louisiana
Economic Development estimates the project will result in 77 indirect new jobs, for a total of 107
potential new jobs in the Southwest Region.

“Louisiana’s thriving agribusiness industry has been a stronghold in the economy throughout our state’s
storied history, creating jobs and opportunities in every region,” Gov. Jeff Landry said. “I applaud Boise
Cascade for reinvesting in Louisiana and our skilled manufacturing workforce.”
The projects include upgrade and redesign of Oakdale’s log utilization center, installation of a new six-
deck veneer dryer and press and modification of an existing veneer dryer. The upgraded technology is
designed to increase productivity and will allow Oakdale to supply additional veneer to Boise Cascade’s
engineered wood products (EWP) facility in central Louisiana. The company also operates a plywood
and veneer facility in Florien, La.

“Boise Cascade has a long history of doing business in Louisiana, and in fact, mill capacity at our EWP
mill near Alexandria is the largest in North America,” Boise Cascade Wood Products Executive Vice
President Mike Brown said. “This major investment in Oakdale reflects our ongoing commitment to
invest in job sustainability and the state’s economy.”
Boise Cascade anticipates construction to start in the second half of 2024, with an estimated completion
date in mid-2025. Construction is expected to generate 238 jobs at peak construction.

Source: Mark Lorando, LED full story here

https://www.bc.com/
https://www.opportunitylouisiana.gov/news/boise-cascade-announces-75-million-expansion-and-modernization-of-oakdale-wood-products-facility


The Office of Workforce Development (OEWD) Area 61 
actively participated in the Cenla Work Ready Network 
Workforce Summit, convened on February 8th at the 
Alexandria Convention Center. The summit, jointly organized
by The Orchard Foundation, The Rapides Foundation, 
and Louisiana Central, drew a significant crowd of educators, 
workforce professionals, and employers.

The event showcased speakers hailing from various regions 
and states, offering valuable insights and perspectives. 
Among the panelists contributing to the discussion titled 
"It Works When We All Work Together: How a Regional 
Network of Educators, Workforce Professionals, and 
Employers Work Together to Build a Credentialed 
Workforce," was Ms. Sharon Neal, the Executive Director 
of OEWD Area 61, Director of Rapides Workforce 
Development Board and the Rapides American Job Center.

The summit concluded on a high note with a compelling 
address by Susana Schowen, the new Secretary of the 
Louisiana Workforce Commission. Secretary Schowen 
outlined her plans and commitment to advancing workforce
initiatives in Louisiana.

Heartfelt appreciation goes to The Orchard Foundation, The Rapides Foundation, and Louisiana Central
for hosting this remarkable event.

OEWD Area 61 goes to Cenla Work Ready Network
Workforce Summit

We thank and acknowledge
 our Contributors!

Electic Products
 LWC - James Irby 
City of Alexandria
City of Pineville

LED - Mark Lorando 
LSUA HR Department

CLSH - Celeste Gauthier
LaPRI - Anthony Thomas
Cenla CAC- Sally Cowan
LWC - Regine Williams

 Boise Cascade - Rose Killion 
RoyOMartin- Amanda Guillot

Shelby Green - DIS-TRAN Steel
LSUA Career Center - Beth Palmer

The Alexandria VA HCS- Lori Geiger 
Hannah Broussard - United Way of Cenla

Protemp Staffing Solutions - Hope Traylor
United Way of Central Louisiana

Rapides Parish School Board
LSU of Alexandria
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p. 318-767-6030  

e. info@cenlaworks.org 

w. laworks.net

a. 5610-B Coliseum Blvd.

     Alexandria, LA 71303

Follow us on

www.laworks.net
I Equal Opportunity Employer/Program I Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities I 

TDD# 800-259-5154

Sharon Neal
Rapides American Job Center &

Rapides WDB Executive Director

 Rose Killion
Rapides WDB Chairperson

Media Contact
Nannette Hill - nhill@lsua.edu

LSUA - LSBDC Coordinator
Rapides American Job Center

One-Stop Operator
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https://www.lsua.edu/
https://rppj.com/departments/office-of-economic-and-workforce-development-oewd/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100075711225961
https://www.theorchardfoundation.org/
https://www.theorchardfoundation.org/
https://www.louisiana-central.com/

