
Workforce News 

      Secretary Schowen announces
       two new appointments at the Louisiana  
       Workforce Commission

     Initial unemployment insurance claims rise for 
       week ending February 24

Job & Resource Fair 

      LWC Rapid Hire Job Fair

     Veterans Job Fair,  LCU Career Fair

      Job and Resource Fair 

 Job Opportunities
 
      DIS-TRAN Steel, CLTCC
      
      RoyOMartin, LSU of Alexandria

      City of Alexandria

      Central Louisiana State Hospital

Local Events
             
      AFOP Long-Sleeve  Shirt Drive

      LSBDC at LSUA & LSUA Con. Education Center 
       Ribbon Cutting

      LSUA Spring 2024 Graduate School Fair

      Community Fair hosted by RPSB

      City of Pineville 5th Saturday Market

      City of Alexandria AlexaRiver Fete

      8th Anual       KidzFest 

 Community Programs & Services

      United Way of Cenla VITA Tax Program

      LSUA Notary Exam Prep Course

     CLTCC CDL Training 

     City of Alexandria Community Development
       Housing Program

     Accelerated EMT Class

Success Story

      LSUA Celebrates Remarkable Spring 2024 
       Enrollment Surge, Exceeding 5,400 Students

Rapides Workforce
Development Board

e-Bulletin

Secretary Schowen announced new appointments to serve
on the Executive Leadership team.

Osmar Padilla will lead the Office of Workforce
Development as the Assistant Secretary. Before joining the
Louisiana Workforce Commission, Padilla led regional
workforce initiatives as the Director of Workforce
Development at Greater New Orleans, Inc. In this role, he
fostered partnerships with employers, government,
education, and community-based organizations to develop
collaborative, industry-driven programs promoting
economic mobility for Southeast Louisiana residents.

"I am humbled and honored to serve as Assistant Secretary
at the LWC. I look forward to supporting our dedicated
team at the LWC as we continue our mission to strengthen
Louisiana's workforce and economy," said Assistant
Secretary Osmar Padilla. "With a steadfast commitment to
removing barriers and preparing Louisiana for today's and
tomorrow's jobs, I am eager to advance workforce
development initiatives that help citizens in every corner
of our state find well-paying jobs and ensure employers
have the talent they need. Under Secretary Schowen's
leadership, the LWC is well-positioned to realize this goal,
build prosperity, and foster economic growth."
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 Job and Resource Fair

https://www.laworks.net/PublicRelations/PR_EventDetails.asp?seqNo=3495&filter=
https://lcuniversity.edu/louisiana-christian-university-to-host-spring-career-fair-2/
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RoyOMartin is H iring!
Apply here!

 Job Opportunities

DIS-TRAN Steel is a tight-knit team,
committed to respect, integrity, and their

shared values of honesty and transparency.
Click here  to learn more about the

opportunities available.

Join LSUA Team!
Discover various career opportunities 

at LSU Alexandria by visiting here.

The City of Alexandria have multiple
positions available!

Apply here!

https://lsu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/LSU?hiringCompany=7a9995fc77aa101f333e7b1c1f7228b5&fbclid=IwAR35esVss2ZuUuD9z_HYB4qhYjk2U9cTyvAZPBoPYmR_oKMzNCGY2dPHitU
https://royomartin.pinpointhq.com/#js-careers-jobs-block
https://www.distransteel.com/careers
https://lsu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/LSU?hiringCompany=7a9995fc77aa101f333e7b1c1f7228b5&fbclid=IwAR35esVss2ZuUuD9z_HYB4qhYjk2U9cTyvAZPBoPYmR_oKMzNCGY2dPHitU
https://lsu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/LSU?hiringCompany=7a9995fc77aa101f333e7b1c1f7228b5&fbclid=IwAR35esVss2ZuUuD9z_HYB4qhYjk2U9cTyvAZPBoPYmR_oKMzNCGY2dPHitU
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/alexandriala
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/alexandriala
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/alexandriala


Job Opportunities
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Central Louisiana State Hospital
  is Hiring!

AFOP Long-Sleeve Shirt Drive
For more information, contact

Kandace Bowman at 318-362-3024

 CLTCC has several full-time position
vacancies. For details, scan the QR code or

click here.

 Local Events

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony of the new 
LSBDC at LSUA and 

LSUA Continuing Education Center

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/louisiana?location%5B0%5D=rapides&department%5B0%5D=LDH-Office%20of%20Behavioral%20Health&sort=PositionTitle%7CAscending
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/louisiana?location%5B0%5D=rapides&department%5B0%5D=LDH-Office%20of%20Behavioral%20Health&sort=PositionTitle%7CAscending
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/louisiana?location%5B0%5D=rapides&department%5B0%5D=LDH-Office%20of%20Behavioral%20Health&sort=PositionTitle%7CAscending
https://www.cltcc.edu/about-cltcc/job-openings-at-cltcc?fbclid=IwAR3Wg8tb27egVdoFFjs1ZLD8XqYbv0TNnoVWUte_jkcgX_BKavrqwDDkQds


Community Fair
Organized by Rapides Parish School Board
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LSUA Spring 2024  
Graduate School Fair

For more information, 
call 318-321-0033

For more information, click here! 

City of Pineville 
5th Saturday Market

City of Alexandria 
Alex River Fete  at Downtown Rocks 2024

 Local Events

8th Annual Cenla KidzFest 
Presented by the Junior League of Alexandria,

Sponsored by Rapides Women’s and 
Children Hospital

https://www.facebook.com/events/915152136732837/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[]%7D
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=794026896094485&set=a.273487538148426
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=791130699715280&set=a.545005307661155
https://www.lsua.edu/career-development/career-fair
https://www.lsua.edu/career-development/career-fair
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 Call 211 or 318-322-0400
to schedule your appointment today!

 Programs & Services

United Way of Cenla VITA Tax Program

City of Alexandria Community Development
Housing Rehabilitation Program 

CLTCC 
CDL Training

Click here for more information.

LSUA Continuing Education
Notary Exam Prep Course

For more information, 
contact Alisha Ferrington 

at 318-427-44441 or aferrington@lsua.edu

Call 318-992-2910 for more information.

https://www.cityofalexandriala.com/sites/default/files/240214%20_%202024%20FLIER%20%281%29.pdf


The initial unemployment insurance claims for the
 week ending February 24, 2024, rose to 1,424 from 
the week ending February 17, 2024, a total of 1,123. 
For a comparison, during the week ending 
February 25, 2023, 1,374 initial claims were filed.

 The four-week moving average of initial claims
 decreased to 1,418 from the previous week’s average
 of 1,493. The unemployment insurance continued 
claims for the week ending February 24, 2024, 
increased to 11,648 from the week ending February 17, 2024, a total of 10,396. The continued claims were below the
comparable figure of 11,757 for the week ending February 25, 2023.

The four-week moving average of continued claims decreased to 11,623 from the previous week’s average of 11,850.

Source: LWC -  Regine Williams
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 Programs & Services

Accelerated EMT Class 

Monday, April 29th - National EMS Academy and Acadian Ambulance are
kicking off an accelerated EMT class in Alexandria. The program will

select individuals interested in earning their Emergency Medical
Technician certification and pay them while they are in training. Upon

successful completion, they will then serve as EMTs in the Alexandria area.
Apply here!

Initial unemployment insurance claims 
rise for week ending February 24

full story here

https://www.facebook.com/events/638576371730469/?ref=newsfeed
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/louisiana.workforce.commission.lmi/viz/LWCUIDashboard/DashboardMain
https://acadianambulance.employ.onshift.com/job_positions/preview/150160?fbclid=IwAR0cIbHHRpUDAzRmdgHP7_Vh6DIsaDDVwGcW0lxCOALd02dED33SZu54jAA
https://www.laworks.net/Downloads/LMI/LMIPressRelease_20240301.pdf


LSUA Celebrates Remarkable Spring 2024 
Enrollment Surge, Exceeding 5,400 Students

We thank and acknowledge
 our Contributors!

City of Pineville
City of Alexandria

LWC Media Relations
 LWC - Heather Daigrepont

LCU - Meredith Renier
CLSH - Celeste Gauthier

LaPRI - Anthony Thomas
LWC - Regine Williams

CLTCC - Jimmy Sawtelle
Rapides Parish School Board

M.E.T. Inc.- Kandace Bowman
RoyOMartin- Amanda Guillot

Shelby Green - DIS-TRAN Steel
United Way of Central Louisiana

LSUA Career Center - Beth Palmer
The Junior League of Alexandria

National EMS Academy &
 Acadian Ambulance Service- Paul Fuselier
LSUA HR Department & Strategic Comms
Hannah Broussard - United Way of Cenla
LSUA Con. Ecucation - Alisha Ferrington

City of Alexandria Comty. Devt. - Shirley Branham
HCHV Community Employment Program - Rodney McNeal

LSU of Alexandria
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p. 318-767-6030  

e. info@cenlaworks.org 

w. laworks.net

a. 5610-B Coliseum Blvd.

     Alexandria, LA 71303

Follow us on

www.laworks.net
I Equal Opportunity Employer/Program I Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities I 

TDD# 800-259-5154

Sharon Neal
Rapides American Job Center &

Rapides WDB Executive Director

 Rose Killion
Rapides WDB Chairperson

Media Contact
Nannette Hill - nhill@lsua.edu

LSUA - LSBDC Coordinator
Rapides American Job Center

One-Stop Operator

                      Louisiana State University of Alexandria (LSUA) 
continues its rise as the fastest-growing public university in
Louisiana, with Spring 2024 enrollment reaching an all-time 
high of 5,405 students. This momentous achievement represents 
a 35.5% increase over the last year, solidifying LSUA's position
as a university of choice.

LSUA surpassed its goal of 5,000 students in the fall of 2023,
two years ahead of schedule, with a staggering 24% enrollment
increase over the previous year. Spring 2024's enrollment 
growth of an additional 5.9% since this fall semester marks a
significant milestone for LSUA, as it is the first time spring 
enrollment has exceeded fall figures since the university 
became a 4-year institution two decades ago. LSUA's ability to 
buck the national trend of declining enrollment demonstrates 
its resilience, adaptability, and unwavering commitment to student success and excellence.

Deron Thaxton, LSUA’s Executive Vice Chancellor, said: “With our latest enrollment figures showing
an unprecedented increase from last spring, it’s clear that LSUA is not just expanding, we're evolving.
We are not the LSUA from 20 years ago or even five! We are no longer just a regional campus; LSUA
is the university of choice in Louisiana and beyond. Our growth is a robust affirmation of our
commitment to accessible, top-tier education.”

Source: LSUA Strategic Communications

Photo credit: LSUA Stategic Communications

full story here

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100075711225961
https://www.lsua.edu/
https://www.lsua.edu/news/article/2024/02/09/lsua-celebrates-remarkable-spring-2024-enrollment-surge-exceeding-5-400-students
http://www.lsua.edu/

